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Historical Fiction

Most of the fiction written about the Booth family has been disappointing. However, the
following book is the one notable exception.

Booth’s Daughter
Raymond Wemmlinger (Calkins Creek Books, 2007)

This carefully researched and beautifully written novel is based on the actual relationship
between Edwin Booth and his only daughter Edwina. The book explores the conflicts Edwina
experiences as she enters young womanhood and faces the inevitable separation from her
father that goes with “growing up” and becoming her own woman. The book was written for
young readers (grade 7 and up), but adult readers will enjoy it as well.

Articles

Harford Historical Bulletin articles published by the Historical Society of Harford County,
are available for purchase from the Historical Society of Harford County, 143 N. Main St.,
Bel Air, Maryland. http://www.harfordhistory.net/Bulletinlist.htm

“Edwin Booth: Harford County’s Prince of Players, Part 1” by Dinah Faber, Harford Historical
Bulletin, No. 98, Summer 2004. This 36 page article examines the life and career of Edwin
Booth who was one of the greatest American actors of the 19th century.

“Edwin Booth: Harford County’s Prince of Players, Part 2” by Dinah Faber, Harford
Historical Bulletin, No. 99, Fall 2004. This 63 page article describes the various ways Edwin
Booth has been honored in Harford County over the years, including a portrait in the
courthouse, a fountain on Main Street in Bel Air, and a mural in the post office.

“Joseph and Ann Hall: Behind the Scenes at Tudor Hall” by Dinah Faber, Harford Historical
Bulletin, No. 104, Fall 2006. This 64 page article examines the lives of an African American
couple and their children who were associated with the Booth farm and Tudor Hall even
longer than the Booth family itself. Joseph Hall came to the Booth farm as a slave hired by
Junius Brutus Booth Sr. from a local doctor and slave holder. Joseph later purchased his wife
Ann’s freedom from an adjacent land owner. Together, Joseph and Ann had a large family and
persevered through many hardships.

“The House that Booth Built, A Revisit: Harford County’s Tudor Hall” By Kathryn Hopkins
Kavanagh, Harford Historical Bulletin, No. 71, Winter 1997. This 59 page article
summarizing the history of the Booth family, the Booth farm, and Tudor Hall is currently
out-of-print. Contact the Historical Society of Harford County, 143 North Main St., Bel Air,
Maryland, for a photocopy of this article.

Maryland Historical Magazine published by the Maryland Historical Society. Photocopies of
articles from this scholarly journal are available at the Historical Society of Harford County,
143 N. Main St., Bel Air, Maryland.

“John Wilkes Booth’s Enigmatic Brother Joseph” by John Calder Brennan, Maryland Historical
Magazine, Spring 1983, pgs. 22-34. This well-researched and well-written article by one of
the foremost Booth scholars of all times is the best source of information about the youngest
of the Booth children, Dr. Joseph Adrian Booth.
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